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By Peter King 


ID YOU KNOW that the 

three world champions are 
all bound by obligations con- 
cerning whom they wrestle? Did 
you know that there are two types 
of title matches—mandatory and 
voluntary? If you didn’t know this, 
then this column is- for you. 
Hopefully, I can explain what too 
often seems the inexplicable way 
champions defend their titles. 

Interestingly, the three 
associations that rule wrestling— 
the NWA, AWA, and WWF—all 
follow the same procedures and 
bylaws governing title defenses. 
Briefly, a champion must defend 
against the number one contender 
at least once a week. Since the 
ratings are revised weekly, the top 
contender may be a _ different 
challenger from week to week. 

In addition to these five ordered 
defenses, a champion must 
wrestle at least five other top-10 
contenders within a_ calendar 
month. The champion may chose 
any ‘top-10 contender. However, 
he cannot defend his title against 
any one man more than twice ina 
month. Of course, this rule does 
not apply if.a challenger is ranked 
number one. 

Finally, a champion then has the 
option of wrestling in as many as 10 
voluntary defenses. For these 
matches, the challenger need not 
be rated. However, if the opponent 
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Though WWF champion Bob 
Backlund ledves scheduling of 
matches to his manager, Arnold 
Skoaland, he insists on wrestling only 
ranked contenders. 

is not in the top-10, the bout is 
deemed a non-title match. Since 
non-title bouts historically have 
smaller purses than title matches, 
this rule was added in the hopes of 
discouraging the champions from 
taking too many bouts against 





non-rated foes. 

That’s how it is in theory.' But 
how does this transfer into the 
everyday reality of the bruising, 
demanding business of profes- 
sional wrestling? 

AWA champion Nick Bock- 
winkel would not comment on his 
title schedule, saying those 
decisions are left to his manager, 


Bobby Heenan. But PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
has learned that Bockwinkel 


orders Heenan to never schedule 
more than two consecutive bouts 
with top-10 contenders. Our 
source claims Bockwinkel fears he 
will be under too much pressure if 
he defends against ranked 
contenders match after match. 

In June, NWA champion Harley 
Race scheduled all of his 
mandatory title bouts for the 
beginning of the month. The last 10 
days of the month, Race wrestled 
only non-rated opponents in non- 
title bouts (with the exception of a 
mandatory. bout against number 
one contender Mr. Wrestling Il). 
“It .was like having a“ week’s 
vacation,” commented Race on his 
unique title schedule. 

WWE champion Bob Backlund 
is another champion who leaves 
scheduling decisions to his 
manager. But Arnold Skoaland 
says Backlund likes to have as few 
voluntary defenses as possible. 
“Bob believes the title should be 
defended against only the best,” 
Skoaland told PWI. “Why, in one 
month last year Bob wrestled: the 
top contender nine times. What’s 
more, he didn’t have a single non- 
title bout. It was an exhausting 
month, but I think it proved Bob 
Backlund is a champion who 
deserves every fan’s respect.” 

All this talk of mandatory and 
voluntary defenses may seem 
confusing to you. But the 
commissions have found this to be 
a proven test of a champion’s 
abilities. As Harley Race says, 

he toughest task in sports is not 
winning a world wrestling title. It’s 
keeping it.” O 





ME 


Ken Patera snarls at the fans as they voice their disapproval over the 
controversial manner in which he defeated Pat Patterson for the Inter- 
Continental championship. 


HE WRESTLING WORLD 

is engulfed in contro- 
versy. Some can be resolved 
through logical discussion, 
some can only come to a 
violent conclusion. Though 
wrestling, as any_ sport, 
thrives on controversy, its 
very existence is dependent 
on the eventual calming of 
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the turbulence. 

Randomly: 

The Controversial Inter- 
Continental Title: All but one 
of the 20,000 people at 
Madison Square Garden 
witnessed Ken Patera’s 
illegal pin of Pat Patterson to 
win the title. Referee Gil 
Romano was knocked into a 





By Stu Saks 


semi-conscious state during 
the action, and as he tried to 
regain his senses, Patera 
bodypressed Patterson. 
Clearly, Pat’s foot was 


‘ draped across the bottom 


rope. His protest, however, 
was denied. The referee 
cannot be blamed for the 
mistake; rather he should be 
commended for having the 
courage to try to continue to 
do his job in the condition he 
was in. The WWF cannot be 
blamed. Though cries have 
gone out for the Federation 
to review the films of the 
match, it is a dangerous 
precedent as camera angles 
can, in many instances, be 
deceiving and films can be 
doctored. The blame for this 
controversy lays on Ken 
Patera’s shoulders. Here is a 
man with the strength and 
skill to be a. champion. He 
does not need to win in such 
a manner. .Surely pride 
should not allow him to 
accept a tainted victory. Ken 
Patera should turn the belt 
over to the WWF and allow 
Patterson a rematch. The 
winner would receive the belt 
and the right to call himself 
the undisputed champion. 
(Continued on page 51) 








BY STEVEN FARHOOD 


SIGNMEN 


Dusty Rhodes relaxes in the sun on a day off from the ring wars. Water skiing is 





one of his favorite leisure activities 


T WAS THE kind of day that 

made you believe there is a 
God. The sky was an 
uninterrupted patch of blue 
Clouds were meant for New 
York and Los Angeles and 
Chicago, but not for Miami 
Beach on this June afternoon 
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The 
couldn't even buy in my city, 


air was the kind you 
clear, light, and fine. And 
surprisingly, the humidity was 
very low. Sure it was 83 degrees, 
but it didn’t matter at all. It felt 
like 70 with the breeze coming 
off the water. 





As Dusty Rhodes adjusted his 
skis in the back of the boat, | 
realized how far away | was 
from the Big Apple. Times 
Square, Broadway, the Empire 
State Building, they were 
worlds, not miles away. And | 
was glad. Getting paid for 
spending a day on the water 
with Dusty Rhodes. Almost 
made me feel guilty. Almost. 

“| bet you city slicker ain't 
never seen nothing like ‘The 
Dream’ on water skis,” Dusty 
said. “A shame you don't got no 
camera with you, Farhood my 


man. This is gonna be an 
exhibition you won't ever 
forget.” ! 


Then Dusty Rhodes jumped 
into the water and waited for the 
boat to speed up so that he 
could begin to ski, | turned so 
that | could watch, my back to 
the front of the boat, beer canin 
right hand, pretzel nuggets in 
left. Dusty is a big man, | said to 
myself. How agile could he be 
on water skis? 

Ah, but “Stardust” quickly left 
no doubt concerning his skill on 
skis. After riding lightly on the 
water for a minute or so, he 
began to “hot dog” a bit. First he 
lifted his left leg off the 
and rode only 
Then he rever: 
and rode o} Nevera 
sign of faltering. The man was 
in perfect control of his body 
the whole time. It was man 
against nature, and this time at 
least, man was winning. No 
disqualifications, no foreign 
objects, no sneak attacks. 

(Continued on page 53) 
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_RINGSIDE 


LTHOUGH MISSOURI 

WRESTLING fans find 
the whole thing very upsetting, 
Ken Patera scoffs at the idea 
that his defeat of Kevin Von 
Erich for the Missouri state title 
is an upset, 


In an exclusive interview 
moments after the match, 
Patera, who also holds the 


Inter-Continental champion- 
ship, boasted, “This match was 





a breeze. | had heard a lot of 
good things about the wrestling 
talents of that punk kid Von 
Erich. Well, they were 
obviously gross exaggerations. I 
am the king of Missouri. | am 
king of the world.” 

“Patera can knock me all he 
wants,” Von Erich said in reply. 
“He knows that I gave him the 
battle of his life. 1 will get a 
rematch and take the belt back 


Inter-Continental champion Ken Patera captured the Missouri State title from 
Kevin Von Erich in what he termed an easy match. 


12 


With Bill Apter 


from him. He's gota lot of talent 
that is overshadowed by his big 


mouth, | will shut him up 
for good.” 

The feud between Bruno 
Sammartino and his former 


friend Larry Zbyszko is far from 
over. Bruno has suggested that 
he and Zbyszko engage in a 
battle to the finish. “Maybe a 
death match or a cage match so 
he can’t run for cover whenever 
1 have the advantage,” Bruno 
said 

“I have already beaten Bruno 
time and time again,” Zbyszko 
contends. “I'm sick of proving 
how much better I am. I am his 
wants another 
match I'll agree, but | don’t see 
the point. He's hurting 
whatever small reputation he 
has left.” 

It was a free-for-all: In the 
latest battle Dino 
Bravo and his hated rival Jerry 
“Crusher” Blackwell, both men 
were disqualified for throwing 
the referee out of the ring when 
he tried to stop their rough- 
house battling. Finally, the ring 
filled up with a dozen or more 
wrestlers all trying to restore 
order. Both grapplers were 
fined by the athletic commission 
for throwing the referee out of 
the ring. 

In a cage match for the 
Canadian tag team belts, Roddy 
Piper, now a fan favorite, and 

(Continued on page 54) 





master. If he 


only 


between 








Rockville Centre, N.Y. 


/f you wish to contribute to Shocket’s mailbag, send your letters to: 
TOP ROPE 


Box 48 
11571 


all 





EFORE EXAMINING THIS 

month's mail, I'd like to 
point out to the many fans of 
Tito Santana and Ivan Putski 
that the Samoans are now the 
WWF tag team champions 
Your hundreds of letters in 
praise of your heroes have been 
followed by silence since they 
lost the title. What happened? 
Samoans got your tongue? 


Dan Shocket, 

Why are you such ajerk? Why 
do you always knock people for 
who they like? I've noticed you 
especially knock the girls who 
like Rick Steamboat. Are you 
jealous of him or something? | 
mean, no one ever sees your 
picture in a wrestling magazine 

| must admit, though, I'm not 
a Steamboat fan. I'm more 
interested in the AWA. | enjoy 
watching Dino Bravo teach the 
stupid twerps around here a 
lesson in wrestling 

My favorite wrestler in the 
AWA (or anywhere) is Steve 
Olsonowski. He's _ scientific, 
hardworking and honest 

JODI GRAY 
Nekoosa, WI 
Jodi Gray, 

I criticize people for who they 
like because they often like the 
wrong things. If someone is 
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wrong, he or she brings down 
wrestling because of his or her 
bad influence. | do not 
especially criticize girls who 
like Rick Steamboat. | criticize 
boys and girls who like that 
clumsy publicity stunt. As to 
why I'm such a jerk? Just lucky, 
| guess. 
Dear Dan Shocket, 

| saw a match on TV where 
the Georgia Tag Team champs 
Tony Atlas and Kevin Sullivan 
defended their belts against 
Alexis Smirnoff and Ivan Koloff 












nocket 





S| 
py Da" 


As everyone knows by now, 
Rock Hunter put ether on a 
towel and knocked out Tony 
Atlas. The referee didn't see 
Hunter and counted Atlas out 
Smirnoff and Koloff won 
the belts 

| think if managers must be at 
ringside they should be in a 
cage. Furthermore, | think 
Atlas and Sullivan should get 
their belts back! 

BRIAN PIERSEE 
Bullhead City, AZ 
Continued on page 56. 


Jodi Gray believes that Dan Shocket puts Rick Steamboat down because he is 
jealous of his youth and good looks. Shocket calls Steamboat a clumsy pub- 
licity stunt. 





HELARRY ZBYSZKOstory 

is a uniquely poignant tale of 
frustration and pain, of embattled 
friendship, of 
elusive hopes. A while ago Bruno 
Sammartino 
and support to a young kid named 
Larry Zbyszko. They became more 
than colleagues. More than 
They became brothers 

When one lost, the other 
When one won, the other rejoiced 
When one bled, the other 
Beneath the warmth 
lingered and built an ocean of 
resentment. Fans fueled the resent- 
ments by referring to Zbyszko as 
Bruno’s. protege’. The 
Legend cast a lengthy shadow. To 
survive, as a wrestler and a man, 
Larry Zbyszko had to get out from 
under that shadow. 

Can anyone blame Zbyszko? 
Friendship is nice, but when you 
get home at night, you’ve got no 
friends. Only you and the grimy 
mirror, You look at the glass and 
need to see something other than 
another man’s reflection. Zbyszko 
had to see himself, find himself, 
whatever the cost. 

A shadow cannot be 
distanced. Simply, the figure must 
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lost dreams and 


extended kindness 


friends 


lost 


hurt 
surface of 


Living 





out- 





Above: Larry Zbyszko slams Bruno 
Sammartino’s head to the concrete 
floor at Madison Square Garden. 
Below; Larry poses with his former 
WWF tag team championship 
partner, Tony Garea. 








be destroyed. Imagine what 
Zbyszko went through, the agony 
of declaring war on his best friend 
Before you fans jump down his 
throat, put yourself in his position 
Imagine your very career, you /ife, 
depends on destroying your best 
friend 
accept a dreary 
your friend enjoys glory? Or must 
you 


Are you noble enough to 
aimless life while* 


destroy another so 





you 
can survive? 

Easy answers from ringside or 
the eighth row. Not so easy when 
your name is Larry Zbyszko and 
you think you're staring down the 
barrels of wrestling obscurity. And 
I] the 
your 





not so simple when you re 
kindness 
best friend 
You can’t put Zbyszko into the 
category of a rulebreaker. He’s not 
a Hulk Hogan or an Ernie Ladd 
He's an ambitious man frustrated 
by. inopportunity, a guy 
fortunate enough to feel it’s his best 
friend blocking his path to the top 
Some Zbyszko should've 
discussed it with Bruno, Why? 
Would Sammartino step aside? 
Why hasn’t anyone taken it from 
that angle? Why didn’t 
Sammartino retire and allow 


and affection of 


un- 


say 


LARRY 
ZBYSZKO 











Above: Zbyszko struggles to climb back into the ring after being tossed out by 
Bruno. Left: As a fan favorite, Larry headlocks Johnny Valiant. Without giving 
his side of the story careful consideration, Zbyszko cannot be condemned for 
his falling out with Bruno Sammartino, according to Matt Brock. 


Zbyszko his just opportunity? 
Wouldn't that have preserved the 
friendship? Or is Sammartino just 
as determined to protect Ais career, 
even if it means a friendship. 
Next time you go to the arena 
and call Zbyszko names, think a 
few moments. Imagine his pain, 


understand his frustrations, look 
into his eyes and see the torment of 
his soul. 

It is an indisputable fact of 
wrestling life that in a match, there 
is a winner and a loser. When 
Bruno wrestles Zbyszko. both men 


lose oO 
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Mr. Wrestling Il proudly poses with his 
Champion of Champions trophy. 
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VERYTHING HAD TO be just Wrestling Il weakens Baron 
so. The technicians worked Raschke with a headlock 
with a care that considered every 
detail. In the television studio, 

nothing was left to chance 

No one had to be reminded of 
the ‘event’s. importance. What 
they would put on tape that day 
would become aan_ historic 
document. It was unique in the 
annals of professional sport. 

Announcer Gordon Solie, a 
veteran of thousands of 
telecasts, was visibly nervous. 
Like everyone else, he was 
caught up in the excitement of 
the event. He realized his words 
would be important because 
any words said on this show 
would be imporant. Every move- 
ment would be seen by people 
for years to come. Solie 
wondered if he could say 
anything that would express the 





Mr. Wrestling II doesn’t need accolades or trophies to show 
he’s respected. In every aspect of his personality, II strives for 
quiet humility. No big speeches, no big boasts. Just get into 
that squared circle and wrestle until one man can wrestle no 
more. And that’s why Mr. Wrestling Il is Champion 
of Champions PHOTOS BY BILL APTER & MAGGIE ADKINS 


event’s great importance. There : § 
ee ‘ Re ; Ate | sand pounds away with his 
are times when words can’t [Asians 


equal the event. 

In his dressing room, Mr 
Wrestling Il:examined himself in 
the mirror. Not normally a vain 
man, he was checking every- 
thing to make sure it looked 
perfect. Wrestling II is a man 
who has wrestled the top 
champions of his day, battled in 
some of the toughest matches 
and has succeeded in con- 
quering thousands of chal- 
lengers. On this day, he was 
more nervous than he’d ever 
been in his entire life. And all 
he’d have to do was say thank you! 

All the fuss, all the tension and 
all the emotion was caused by a 
large, elaborate commemorative 
cup: It is to be bestowed on the 
man who earns the title 
“Champion of Champions.” It is 
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Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ mest revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 





NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 





“| must wear my helmet to protect me against those cowards 
in Florida. | fear no one, hear, no one in the world! | 

want another chain match. In a chain match, you are really a 
man. In Florida, they are usually cowards.” 


JIMPAY VALIAM ERENT 


“L gonna get Jerry Lawler’s head and I’m gonna spin 

it around like a pinwheel, then sail it the hell outta Tennessee 
and laugh ‘til it lands somewhere in Cuba. Hah, nothin’ 

like a warm day at the track followed by a hot night in the arena 
to make a man feel like a man.” 





JAY YOUNGSLCO) EET ESS 


“I'm not afraid of Greg Valentine or Ray Stevens. Me 

and Rick know what we got inside our guts. We don’t need to 
break chairs over someone's head, but let the 

champions understand something right here and now. We 
are gonna get our belts back, no matter the course. We owe that 
to the fans.’ 





FRED SLASSU EERO SE 


“Geeks and gunks don’t understand the genius of 

Fred Blassie. But who can? Who is smarter than me, tougher 
than me, better-lookin’ than me? No one, understand, 

no one alive who is better than me. That's why my man Hulk 
Hogan will strike Backlund to the ground, crush his face 

and be champion.” 





(Continued on page 50) 
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Ric Flair's muscles are extended fully as 
he applies an armbar on Jimmy Snuka. 
Doctors fear that the intensity of this 
feud will shorten the careers of both men. 





ir VS. Jimmy Snuka 
GANE VIOLENCE 


It’s gotten out of control. 

This feud’s progressed far 
‘beyond any single person or 
institution’s control. Both 

Jimmy Snuka and Ric Flair want 

| the other annihilated. Third- 

party efforts to mediate resulted in 
brutal beatings. Only unconditional 


HE DOCTOR TOOK a deep 

breath. He looked at his 
patient, Ric Flair. He then looked 
down at the chart 

have here,” the doctor began, 
‘your medical chart from this year 
and last. The difference between 
the two is staggering. Your body 
has taken_ more punishment in 
12 months than I thought was 
humanly possible. We both 
know why.” 

Flair looked down at his hands, 
swollen and stiff, and said nothing. 

“In your profession,” the doctor 
continued, “one must expect some 
injury. However, the continuous 

ults you allow your body to 

sorb is suicidal. At this rate, 

you'll be barely able to move in 
five years. 

“Now we both know what and 
who is doing this to you. Jimmy 
Snuka is 2 my patient. His 
injuries are just as bad ours, if 
that gives you any satisfaction. 
Flair smiled happily, proving it 
did. The doctor shook his head 
warily before adding, “You're both 
risking ending your careers ear! 

Flair rose as if to leave. He put 
his hands on the doctor's desk and 
stared at him hard. “ t's a risk 
I've got to take.” 

“Why?” the doctor asked in a 
quiet voice. “Why do two healthy 
young men have to destroy each 
othe 

If you gotta ask, doc, you 
can’t understand.” 

Just as I thought. You don’t 


't something you know, 
doc. It just like air. You don't 
have to understand air to breathe.” 

“Make sense! When you were a 
Snuka was a fan 
favorite. The two of you went at it 
like wildcats battling for life. Then 
you became a scientific wrestler, so 
Snuka becomes a_ rulebreaker. 
Once again, you're at each other's 
throats. It’s like two magnets of 
opposite poles that have to attract.” 
“That's as good an explanation 
as any 
“Don’t you care that your career 








Snuka’s arm out of its socket. 


_ 


At this point in the match, Ric Flair will settle for nothing less than pulling Jimmy 
The two seem unconcerned with any future 


effects this feud might have. 
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is in jeopardy? 
“More than you can 

doc.” 

“Then why?” 

Ask Snuka 

I have. He 

evasions 


imagine 








makes the same 
1 suppose | should just 
give up on you two. You're only 
destroying other. You 
certainly deserve each other. Ah, to 
hell with it!” 

Flair smiled bravely, though it 
was Clearly a strain. No one had to 
tell Flair about the toll his war with 
Snuka was exacting on his body 
Getting up in the morning was an 
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each 


ordeal. Hot showers in the 
morning barely relieved the 
stiffness. Flair didn’t have to 


struggle with his smile when he 
thought about Snuka suffering the 
same way 

Snuka once said, 
reason and every reason to make 
me hate Flair. Now that I don't 
care what the fans think, I'll do 
anything in my power 
anything—to ruin the guy. There’s 
something about him that makes 
me sick. As long as Ric Flair 
wrestles, I'm a failure. When he’s 
finally finished, then Ill be 


“There’s no 





a success.” 
their 
understand’ why 


can’t 
their feud has 
reached these insanely dangerous 


friends 


best 


Even 


proportions 
“Ric is the kind of guy,” one 
friend “who thinks he’s the 
most important guy alive. It’s 
incredible to me that he'd risk his 
career for any one person. | didn’t 
think he could hate that much. 
When he’s against Jimmy Snuka, 
he becomes another person. I don’t 
know who that person is. But he 
scares the hell out of me!" 
Continued on page 62) 


says 














| must apologize for an 
instinctive suspicion about 
guys who turn from scientific 
wrestler to rulebreaker or vice- 
versa. My insatiable curiosity 
compels me to discover the 
whys of that sudden situation 
That's what took me for a brief 
investigation into Florida anda 
character named Bugsy 
McGraw. No one, including 
McGraw, would deny he’s on 
the edge of mental insanity. | 
found him quite normal, which 
speaks more for my abnormality 
than anything else. But | 
wondered about Bugsy. Was 
he really driven by powerful 












WHAT'S UP, 
MASCARAS? 














What is Mil Mascaras doing 
with his life? For months, 
Mascaras’ career has been a 
blur, a maze of stamped 
passports and hotel rooms. 
Why is one of the greatest 
wrestlers of all-time jumping 
from nation to nation, unable to 
stay in any area? Sources close! 
to Mascaras claim a com- 
pulsive need to wrestle all 
manner of wrestlers (and 
defeat them) contributes 
heavily to Mascaras’ widely- 
traveled wrestling career. 
Don't count on Mascaras| 
returning to any area for an 
appreciable length of time. 





BUGSY McGRAW: HERO OR MANIAC? 


(Continued on page 58) 


patriotism and guilt? Or is he 
after fame and fortune, thus 
finding this the easiest path? 
Or the third choice: does 
McGraw have only one oar in 
the water? | concluded a 
combination of the first and 









By Gary Morgenstein 





and last theories. McGraw 
deeply loves his country and, 
through his patriotic partici- 
pation, has found something to 
believe in and fight for, instead 
of mere personal glory. To 
innocently criticize even one 
aspect of America drives 
McGraw into a frothing 
apoplexy. | admitted a deep- 
seated, almost religious 
distaste for three-way Coneys, 
a hot dog concoction favored in 
many areas of this country. 
Upon hearing this, McGraw 
called me a Communist and 
told me to get out of the car, 
which / was driving at 60 miles 
per hour. A strange man 


HOGAN IS JUST ANOTHER PRETTY FACE 


| never draw a conclusion 
after one or even two matches. 
| like to see a wrestler in action 
say, half a dozen times. By 
then, | can fairly assess his 
talent, determination and, 
most importantly, his guts. 
Without question, Hulk 
Hogan's physique is awesome, 


even overwhelming. | wouldn't 
lace up boots and climb into the 
squared circle with that dude 
But I’m not paid to wrestle 


Sometimes | have trouble 
getting paid for this. Nor will | 
demean Hogan's fierce 
determination. What | will say 
is Hogan lacks guts. Yup, | think 
he’s a coward who'll run at the 
first sign of real trouble. 














Somewhere in 
France, near Paris, 
is aman who does 
not have the use of 
his arms or legs. He 
was a promising 
wrestler years ago, 
but he had the 
misfortune of meeting 
a young man named 
Andre the Giant. 
Andre does not feel 
guilt for what 
happened to the 
man, but as a man 
of compassion, he 
does accept the 
responsibility 
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HE EIGHTEENTH OF the 
month falls on a different 
day of the week each month 
Sometimes a Monday, some- 
times a Tuesday. Maybe a week- 
end. To Andre the Giant, the 
day of the week doesn’t matter 
when he glances at the calendar 
and sees the date approaching 
In fact, Andre doesn’t even have 
to look at the calendar. He 
feels it 
His routine is painfully 
familiar, purposely so. Wrapped 
in an old white terrycloth robe, 
Andre sits at his’ desk. Out 
comes the checkbook. Out 
comes the address book, though 
Andre knows the address of the 
home. A pen dances and the 
check is signed. Sent out that 
night. Always before midnight 
so the check arrives in France 
quickly 
His name is Jacques. He has 
no use of his legs. His right arm 
dangles helplessly and, despite 
years of therapy, speech is 
difficult, often garbled. He was 
one of Andre the Giant's 
first foes 
A large, curious crowd filled 
the arena on the outskirts of Paris. 
Several forgettable preliminary 
matches- passed. Many had 
gathered to see this young man 
named Andre. Word spread that 
his physical dimensions were 
awesome, With a temper to 
match. They were not 
disappointed. Another young- 
ster squared off against Andre. 
How better to establish a solid 
reputation than puncture this 


myth? Surely such 
reasoning had to underline 
Jacques’ decision to taunt 
Andre, wrestle illegally, call him 
names, try to make him appear 
slow and awkward. Ringside 
observers differed over what 
finally snapped Andre’s calm. A 
wrong word, a despicable 
maneuver, or a laugh from the 
crowd. Or a combination. 
Whatever, Andre went berserk 
and absolutely annihilated 
Jacques, leaving him motion- 


incipient 





Andre is ever aware of the damage he 
could inflict on another man and most 
often does only what is necessary 


to win. 


less beneath the din of delighted 
cheers from the standing crowd. 
As Andre sauntered around the 
ring, attendants carted Jacques 
to the hospital. Eleven hours of 
surgery failed. 


Always, Andre stares after 
writing the check. He is 
generous. He knows no one 


holds him responsible. He has 
no obligation. Only to his 


THE SEGRET PAIN 
THAT HAUNTS 


NDRE THE GIANT 
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When Andre wrestles, the referee has to be very careful to be sure that Andre 
doesn't accidentally injure his opponent with his awesome size and strength 
Above: The referee prevents Andre the Giant from throwing his right fist at 
Bob Orton Jr. Right: The ref tells Andre he has done enough damage to Ox 
Baker. Below: The referee asks Orton if he would like to submit to 
Andre’s bearhug. 





conscience and the bitter 
memory of the useless body and 
the sad expression glaring 
between purplish features and 
bandages. 

Always, Andre pulls the plug 
on the phone. He cannot tolerate 
interference with his penance, 
For that is why he does this. Oh, 
Andre's kindness is legendary 
And he shuns publicity about 
any of his charitable endeavors. 
Not this time. The first time 
someone learned of this tragic 
event, Andre spoke at length 

‘How can | ever forget what 
happened?” he asked. “Thisisa 
very dangerous sport, you know. 
Fans should realize when they 
cheer and demand violence, 
they're talking about real people, 





not some kind of dolls or 
something. Wrestlers bleed and 
break bones. Sometimes even 
worse. Yes, sometimes even 
more is broken, never to 
be healed.’ 

Andre. pauses, almost 
gasping. His huge chest quivers, 
eyes glaze, hands tremble, many 
emotions rifling through this 
giant of a man 

“| cannot forget what | did to 
another human being. Howcan| 
ever forget, no, that is not a 
question. | already know the 

Continued on page 63) 
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IDOL & VON RASCHKE SPLIT; 
‘TOTAL WAR’ 
DECLARED 





Austin Idol accidentally tossed powder in Baron Von 
Raschke’s eyes 


BY BILL 


ATLANTA, GA—In the past 
few years, many tag teams have 
split, citing personality clashes 
and differing ambitions. But no 
one ever thought Austin Idol and 
Baron Von Raschke, two men 
with similarly sadistic mentalities, 
would part their ways. 

MISTAKE OR PLAN? 

Briefly, Idol accidentally 


APTER 


tossed powder intended for 
Tommy Rich into Von Raschke’s 
face. Several nights later, Von 
Raschke claimed he lost a match 
to Tommy Rich through Idol's 
“bumbling” interference. But a 
match between Harley Race and 
Idol proved the final cataclysmic 
stage when Von Raschke clawed 
Idol, nearly killing him. 
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and now the Baron seeks revenge. 
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Morales To Meet 
Backlund? 


BY STU SAKS 

NEW YORK, NY—Since he 
lost the WWF title to Stan 
Stasiak on December 1, 1973, in 
Philadelphia, Pedro Morales has 
harbored a secret dream. 

“I want to be WWF champion 
again,” said Morales. “All I have 
ever wanted is to be champion 
and have the fans cheering meas I 
walk around the ring holding the 
WWF belt 


Pedro Morales would rather not have to wrestle Bob 
Backlund, but he wants the WWF title back. 

“It is very sad that a fine young 
man like Bob Backlund is 
champion instead of a rule- 
breaker I would wrestle against 
with no problem,” continued 
Morales. “Would I wrestle 
Backlund?” He shrugged. “I 
would not say no.” 


TY 


Injured Mr. Florida Swears Revenge 


Mr. Florida suffered severe eye damage at the hands (and cigar) of Super Destroyer and Sir Oliver Humperdink. 


BY GARY MORGENSTEIN 


TAMPA, FL—Wide  sun- 
glasses covered the blistered area 
around the s. A scowl pulled 
the mask together as the lips 
pursed and opened for the angry, 
darting tongue. 


“Tl get them for this,” said Mr. 
Florida, pointing toward his eyes. 
“I don’t know whether it was 
Super Destroyer or Sir Oliver 
Humperdink who tried to blind 
me, but I'll get whoever is 
responsible. I'll be back and 
Heaven help them when | return.” 





‘Snuka Will Return’ 


Vows Manager 


Gene Anderson leads Jimmy Snuka into the ring. 


BY PETER KIN 

RICHMOND, VA—Gene 
Anderson doesn’t mince words 
Once started, Anderson’s liable to 
run at the mouth for days on end 
unless stopped. Which few do, 
considering his penchant for 
irrational violence. 

But this time Anderson wasn't 
talking about himself. Amazingly, 
Anderson spoke about someone 
else. Jimmy Snuka. 

“Mark this down, creeps,” 
yelled Anderson. “Jimmy Snuka 
will get the U.S. title back from 
Flair with a little blood on 
the side.” 


AROUND 
THE GLOBE 


ATLANTA, Ga. 
Chief Jay Strongbow’s arm is in a 
cast due to a severe beating at the 
hands of Ernie Ladd. The Chief will 
be out of action for a short time 
and vows to end Ladd’s career 
when he returns. 


TAMPA, Fla. 

It's official. Eddie Graham has 
officially announced his retirement. 
A moving one-hour television special 

about Eddie's career capped a 

celebration in which a sport's 

stadium was named in his honor. 


NEW YORK, N.Y. 

In what may have been his toughest 
title match to date, WWF champion 
Bob Backlund survived a bloody 
Texas death match against “The 
World's Strongest Man,” Ken Patera, 


TOKYO, Japan 
Rumors abound that WWF champion 
Bob Backlund will square off against 
“The American Dream” Dusty 
Rhodes. Neither wrestler will confirm 
that Japanese promoters have 
landed this spectacular bout. 


TORONTO, Canada 
Jimmy Snuka and his manager 
Gene Anderson are begging 
promoter Frank Tunney to get thema 
match against United States 
cham, ic Flair. 









Bob Backlund 
Antonio Inoki: 


HERE WAS NO way to arrive 
before the crowds, For events 
like this, people come in a steady 
torrent that never seems to stop. 
There were people who had 
traveled 1,000 miles or more; 
they had to see the match. 
At truly special events, there’s 
a sense of excitement one can 
feel from the crowd. People are 
more alive, more aware. Nothing 
escapes their attention, for all 
will be part of a treasured 


Two vastly different cultures 
“on a violent collision course. Neither 
Bob Backlund nor Antonio Inoki dare 


eir match. Already diplomatic channels 
are flooded with shocked responses. 
All due to a sizzling, brilliant bout! 
















PHOTOS BY PAUL BAUMAN 
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Inoki brings Backlund to the canvas with a perfectly executed hip roll (above) 
and traps the WWF champion in a combination wrist and finger lock (right). 
The match, held in neutral territory, was a classic 


memory. That night, Antonio 
Inoki would wrestle Bob 
Backlund. 

The best grapplers two great 
cultures could produce would 
battle for supremacy. It 
promised to be a superb 
confrontation of wrestling 
excellence. As one walked 
around before the match, there 
was a feeling something more 
important than an athletic event 
was about to occur. 

You can never define exactly 
what that something is. There’s a 
sense of shared experience that 
makes being at the event most 
important. There was that 
feeling at the Woodstock music 
festival, at the first Muhammad 
Ali-Joe Frazier fight, and it was 
there that night. Years from now, 
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millions of people would claim 
to be at that match. For those 
who really were in the Miami 
auditorium, nothing would-be 
exactly the same again. 

No one sensed this more than 
the wrestlers. Each had 
journeyed far. There was no 
hometown favorite. Backlund 
left his millions of fans behind in 
the northeast. Inoki had left just 
as many behind in Japan. 
Hundreds made the journey 
with their heroes. That left most 
of the audience preparing to 
cheer only for the winner 

Before the match, both men 
were like cats, Neither could sit 
for more than a second. Slowly, 
the buzz of the packed house 
could be heard ,from the 
dressing room. Backlund asked 








someone to check if his friends 
had arrived. A minute later, the 
messenger reported they were 


there. For a moment, Bob 
relaxed. Then he began pacing 
again 

Inoki’s hand never stayed still. 
At times, they were like pistons 
punching the air. Other times, 
they moved with the deliberate 
grace of eagles in flight, It was as if 
all the tension was flooding into 
his forearms and they possessed 


their own will 
Finally, the moment of the 


match arrived. Both men strided 
purposefully into the packed 
arena. The cheers sounded like a 
clap of thunder that continued 
through the entire battle. When 
the bell rang, wrestling began 
perhaps its finest hour 

From the first moment, the 
two men were like wrestling 
dynamos. They used their best 
holds and executed flawlessly. 


One could use films of the match 
in a lesson on how to wrestle. 

More important, the grapplers 
were enjoying themselves. 
Pushed to their ultimate abilities, 
they were battling at their best 
Though in many ways it was their 
toughest match, their bodies 
revelled in the experience. The 
men were exhilarated by being 
at their best. 

Though both men possess great 
strength, there was no real 





confrontation of power. This 
may have been the most 
intelligent, subtle match in 


wrestling history. Every move 
had a plan behind it. There was 
no wasted motion. Both men 


knew tests of strength were 
mostly for psychological 
purposes. There was no way 


these cunning veterans would 

waste their time on showing the 

crowd how strong they were 
Continued on page 64) 
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TEVE KEIRN REACHED into 

the chocolate brown duffel 
bag, scattered mementos and 
assorted personal possessions 
until his strong hands finally 
snared their objective. 

Out. came a_ black-bound 
scrapbook. Embossed on it were 
the words “Steve Keirn’” in 
bright white letters. Keirn 
flipped the pages, scampered 
across the remote past until an 


KEIRN’S 
LAST 


item from seventh grade held 
his attention 

“See, even then,” Keirn said, 
grinnng wryly. “Always wanted 
to be champion.” 

On a thick white page was a 
clipping from a Florida 
newspaper, yellowing and 
scraggly around the edges, The 
real champion’s name _ lay 
beneath an artificial headline. 
Written in big, slanting block 
letters, the label CHAMPION 
STEVE KEIRN was pasted across 
the story. 

“I remember doing that one 
Saturday morning,” chuckled 


Every wrestler confronts this painful question at some 
point in his career. However, not at Steve Keirn’s 
tender age. Yet Keirn must honestly deal with the 
growing possibility that he has wrestled in his final 
championship bout 


Steve Keirn has Harley Race in a 
sleeper hold, but is unable to put the 
NWA champion away 





TLE MATCH? == 


Keirn. 3 i es 
i" face pulls Keirn’s hair to escape a 
Flip two pages and find a SWI Tiaraait Tita amr earner 
similar heading. Pursue an article camnither tithe mcitch?. 


and see Keirn’s name etched 
onto the article. A picture of a 
wrestler with a young Keirn’s 
face, taped onto the body of 
the wrestler. 

“What else does‘a kid do with 
his free time?” asked Keirn, 
smiling. 

For years, Steve Keirn 
worshipped wrestlers and 
dreamt of the moment he would 
lace on those boots. 

“Sometimes at night, I’d stay 
up feally late imagining myself asa 














wrestler. To me, lacing up the 
shoes always seemed symbolic. 
Just the act of tying the shoes up, 
like a warrior entering combat. | 
always wanted to be on top and 
wear the title. If you can’t aspire 
to the very pinnacle of your 
sport, why bother competing 
at all?” 

Splintered dreams fill the 
remainder of Keirn’s scrapbook 
At a tender age, Keirn faces an 
awesome and frightful possibility 
He may have wrestled in his last 
title match. 

“Yeah, | considered that,” said 
Keirn, fiddling with the 
scrapbook. “Unhappily, 1’ll 
admit it. | don’t care what any 
wrestler says, you go into the 
ring aiming for the champion- 
ship, nothing more. 

“You'll hear a lot of wrestlers 
say how titles are unimportant 
That’s bunk. These guys run at 
the mouth because they aren’t 
champs. I’ve never heard any 
champion in any sport 
downgrade his belt. Nope, 
doesn’t happen that way.” 

Keirn rose, walked in a tight, 
tense circle, all the while 
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Race pushes Keirn off at the count of 
two (above). Keirn thwarts the 
champions flying headbutt (below). 


slapping the scrapbook against 
his hip. He fell back onto the 
stool and propped his right leg 
upon the wooden bench. 

“So, that kinda leads me back 
to the problem. My big 
problem.” Keirn forced a 
chuckle. “How do you win the 
world title when the world 
champion refuses to wrestle 
you? That’s what I’m up against.” 

Harley Race, four-time NWA 
champion, refuses to wrestle 
Keirn, though both differ on the 
exact reasons. 

“1 don’t think the kid deserves 
any more shots until he’s proven 
himself. I’m not sayin’ he won’t 
be a good wrestler. Someday. But 
not now and not against me. | 
owe a good match to the people 
slappin’ down their hard-earned 
dough and Keirn just isn’t the 
one to give me that sort of 
competition,” said Race. 

“He said that again?” Keirn 
said, shaking his head. “Same 
bunk about me not giving him 
competition and the com- 
mission having to force him to 
wrestle me, right? Oh, he left the 
commission bit out, huh?” Keirn 
sighs. ““Doesn’t Race have any 
morals, any sense of duty to 
anyone except himself and 
his wallet? 

Keirn removed the wrestling 
boots from the bottom of his 
locker and set them down. 

“1 know what kind of man I’m 
dealing with and | can say Race 
isn’t a coward, really. | would 
come right out and say he’s got 
no guts if it were the truth, but it 
isn’t.” Keirn laced up one boot. 

“He isn’t physically afraid. 
What worries Race least in my 
opinion, is looking bad. Yeah, 
more than losing, Race doesn’t 
like to look bad, Shatters this 
self-image he’s cultivated, And 
in our matches, | make him look 
bad. So what can | do?” 

Steve Keirn laced up the other 
shoe, flipped open the 
scrapbook, sighed, and left for 
the arena to face his future. O 


IS TONY 
ATLAS 
AFRAID 
TO SAVE 


AMERICA? 


S TONY ATLAS afraid to save 

America? 

“T love my country. But I had a 
contract which says I gotta wrestle 
up in the WWF,” said Atlas. 
“That's the truth, mister.” 

“Tony Atlas is a coward,” said 
Ivan Koloff. “I cannot stand 
cowards. He may say what he 
likes. I know the truth. He is afraid 
of us. Such cowardice enables us 
to control American wrestling 
Hah, decadent worms.” 

There are two ways to look at 
Tony Atlas’ decision ‘to leave 
Georgia. Either Atlas is an 
honorable, brave young man with 
contractual obligations and 
financial opportunities linking him 
to the WWF, or Atlas sought out 
such legal inducements to evade, 
indeed, run away from the Soviet 
menace of Ivan Koloff and Alexis 
Smirnoff. 

First, the facts. While he was a 
co-holder of the Georgia tag team 
championship with Kevin Sullivan, 


A soaring Tony Atlas hits Peter 
Maivia with a dropkick during a six 
man tag team match at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden. 





PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 





Poor Tony Atlas! Faced with the possibility of wrestling in 

the WWE or turning back the Soviet tag team of Ivan Koloff 

and Alexis Smirnoff, Atlas chose to honor a prior contractual i 
obligation. Or did he? Is there truth to the accusation that 

Tony Atlas is a coward? 








Atlas leaps off the top turnbuckle to hit Alexis Smirnoff with a head butt. 
Smirnoff states that Atlas left Georgia just to avoid him and his partner, 


Ivan Koloff. 

Atlas signed a contract tocome up Atlas did not seek out the deal 

and wrestle in the WWF Rather, the WWF _ promoters 
“Tt was a good deal, real fine, contacted him. 

lotta opportunities for my career,” “They called me up and said I 

said Atlas should wrdssle all the rule 
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breakers and show ’em how a real 
whuppin’ feels,” recalled Atlas, 
grinning 

Certainly not the past of a man 
avoiding fights. Yet Koloff and 
Smirnoff contend otherwise 

“I would like to examine those 
alleged contracts to determine if 
they withstand Soviet legal 
examination. My good friend and 
esteemed Soviet attorney, Boris 
Gromyko, will assiduously 
examine those documents to 
determine their authenticity,” 
said Koloff. 

“But I do not believe such 
documents exist and, if they do, 
that they. were signed when the 
coward claims,” insists Koloff. “I 
will relate a little tale and then you 
can draw your own conclusions.” 

Koloff and Smirnoff whispered 
together, eyes narrowing, 
enlarging, hands waving. Their 
hurried Russian conversation 
over, Smirnoff leaned forward to 
continue the contention 

“My comrade speaks truth. Our 
way is truth. Your society cannot 
understand truth for it is caught in 
a morass of lie spewed forth daily 
from such reactionary slime as 
Gordon Solie and Mr. Wrestling H 

“After we returned the titles to 
the Soviet Empire, Atlas came 
knocking on our door. We do not 
like to let cripples into the dressing 
room. They depress us. Atlas is 
such an intellectual cripple, bereft 
of a mind with the intellectual 
capability of some Siberian 
cave animal 

“However, we are a kind and 
decent people. When someone 
whimpers and pleads at our door, 
we take kindness and shower 
courtesy upon that bedraggled, 
pathetic figure. 

“Atlas was given entry into our 
private quarters. His mouth was 
swollen, one eye black and blue, 
dried blood around his nose. Atlas 
said he could not stand’ such a 
beating and asked if we would 
refrain from such conduct. We had 
to laugh. Atlas said he would leave 

(Continued on page 65) 
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Atlas uses his tremendous strength to suplex Smirnoff while in Georgia (above 
left) and dives upon a fallen Samoan (above right). Tony aids Pat Patterson 


against Peter Maivia as Ivan Putski looks on (below). Was it contractual 
obligations that forced Atlas out of Georgia, as he claims? 



















Every month, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an 

incisive press conference with 

a top wrestling star. 

The questions will be demanding. 
And the answers will reveal 
the innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport 





(WWF fans were stunned at 
Ken Patera’s capture of the 
Inter-Continental championship 
im a recent match against 
Pat Patterson. For the past few 
months, Patera and manager 
Grand Wizard boasted they'd 
win one title after another en 
route to supremacy over the 
entire WWF. In their strategy, 
WWE champion Bob Backlund 
looms as the likely, logical 
target. Managing Editor Bill 
Apter and Associate Editors 
Stu Saks and Dan Shocket 
conducted this month's press 
conference in Patera’s dressing 
room.) 














“There are men in the WWE who will do anything 
to stop my inevitable triumph. They have shot at my car, 
broken into my home, threatened my friends, 
and attempted to poison my food. They cannot succeed. I 
will become champion of the world.’’ 


KEN PATERA: Welcome, 
children, gather round and ye 
shall learn. 

DAN SHOCKET: Sir, let me be 
the first to congratulate you on 
your wonderful triumph 
PATERA: Thank you, Daniel. 
Support from you and other 
intelligent men warm my heart. 
BILL APTER: Ken, let’s go to 
the heart of things since you 
brought it up. 

PATERA: Keep talking like 
that, shorty, and I'll bring 
something else up. 

STU SAKS: Don’t let him 
intimidate you. 

PATERA: Oh, another country 
heard from. You got a question, 
high-pockets? 

SAKS: Yes, I do. Films show 
during the pin of Patterson, his 
foot was... 


PATERA: I'm familiar with 
those doctored films, Stu. Be 
assured Wiz and I are doing 
everything possible to have 
those films impounded and the 
wrong-doers punished. 
SHOCKET: Bravo, Ken. Any 
idea who’s responsible? 
PATERA: Daniel, we've 
narrowed the suspects to a few. 
Obviously Patterson instigated 
this disgusting attempt to 
besmirch my good character 
since he cannot hope to defeat 
me in the ring. We believe both 
Skoaland and Sammartino paid 
for the doctored films in an 
attempt to discredit me and 
prevent my winning the WWF 
title. 

APTER: Why would Skoaland 
and Bruno do that? 

PATERA: There are men in the 





WWF who will do anything to 
stop my inevitable triumph. 
They have shot at my car, 
broken into my home, 
threatened my friends, and 
attempted to poison my food. 
They cannot succeed. I will 
become champion of the world. 
SAKS: You have proof of such 
attempts? 
PATERA: Don't you believe 
me? 
SAKS: No. 
PATERA: You call me a liar? 
SAKS: Yup. 
APTER: No, he, he was only 
kidding. 
SAKS: No, I’m not. I'm tired of 
wrestlers making wild ac- 
cusations without proof and 
expecting the press and fans to 
believe them. 

(Continued on page 66) 








WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 


(Continued from Page 27) 


CRUSHER BLACK WELL teense 






“I've two names. One my folks, bless ‘em, gave me 

back home in Georgia. That name’s Jerry. It’s a nice enough 
name. But | got another name, just as dear to my 

heart. That name is crusher. Now you can call me Jerry 

or you can call me Crusher, but Id prefer Crusher.” 


JRUOS TAD ID tp | aaliieaer eaenan aera r aenareetmeR ENTE 


“They call that wimp Tommy Rich ‘Wildfire?’ What 
a joke. Tommy Rich gotta be the worst excuse for a wrestler | 
ever saw. Guy is totally pathetic, | mean, check him 
out. Not only is he ugly and dopey, but he movés like a can of 
wet cement. Come off it, Rich is a turkey and should be stuffed.” 


TONY ATLAS 


“Who's afraid of them WWF rulebreakers? Not me. | got the 
muscles and | got the fans behind me, whuppin’ and 
cheerin’ for me to beat up on all them bird-brains. | like to treat 
people nicely. Makes me feel good. But if 

they wanna mess, well, brother, I’m gonna mess.” 





“AII wrestlers are children and need a strong, guiding 

hand. That's why managers exist. I’m not going to get into 
the ring and punch out someone's lights. That’s my 

man’s job. But I’m the brains behind the operation. Without me 
and all managers, wrestlers are nothing at all.” 





CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 8) 


The Bobby Heenan-Lord 
Al Hays Controversy: The 
cause of the feud is 
irrelevant. The contract dis- 
putes of months ago are now 


meaningless. All that is 
important is the violent 
hatred between the two 


leading managers in the 
AWA. Who is the better man? 
They have tried to determine 
the answer by matching their 
wrestlers against each other. 
They have tried teaming with 
their wrestlers, and they have 
actually met in face-to-face 
competition. Still the answer 
is undetermined. The fact 
remains that both managers 
are still in the AWA. And they 
cannot coexist. One must 
leave. The answer is simple. 
The next time Lord Al Hays 
and Bobby Heenan meet, 
there should be an added 
stipulation—the loser must 
leave town. 

Crusher Blackwell's Con- 
troversial Name: Here is a 
wrestler who is being denied 
the right to use the name of 
his choice (though not in this 
column). AWA _ wrestlers, 
promoters, and_ television 
and ring announcers will not 
recognize Blackwell's name 
unless he defeats Crusher 
As much as Crusher 
deserves the respect that he 
has built through the years, it 
is an insult to Blackwell every 
time he is announced as 
“Jerry Blackwell.” It's not 
that he has anything against 
the name given to him at 
birth, and it’s not that being 
denied the name Crusher is 
going to effect his per- 

(Continued on page 52) 








BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, Fl. 33578 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 


GOLD Rush Treasure Map, Many Locations. $5.00. 
Bear, Box $167, Spokane, Wa. 9920? 











SWITCHBLADE comb! $3.95. 
170_Altair, Sewell, N.J. 06080 


(BOOKS & CATALOGS: 
COMPLETE Guide To Exotic Sports, Mus, In color 
ce 


Palace OF Gifts, 














issues, $15.00. Goldmine, Box’ 1e7(MM), Fraser, Mi 
26 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


HOME Business opportunity. Unlimited earnings. 
Details: Carolina Distributors, Box 2103, Monroe, 




















earn $1,000 month, Tato | 
97 Seadina Ro 





OFFSHORE Jobs. Extremely high income, Com- | 
Plete details, $4.00. Box 30452, New Orleans, La. 70190 


2 | 
| 








HORTHERN. Men's Sauna, 13728. Norner) Sha 
Flushing. N.¥. 11354. Open Spm, closed 3 am..389-9817 








DR. A.S. MAKES HIS PATIENTS 





3 Important Volumes 
| =Case & Medical Histories 


Vol. 11 —Vitamins, Glands & Growth $5.00 
Vol. 111 Exercises & Movements... $5.00. 


ACT NOW! 


Or — get all THREE for just $12.00 







$5.00 


Physical Culture Products, 
Dept.(VST-36) Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 









Twin fuel sys- 
les, frucks. Brochure 
Remsen, N.Y. 


fem now available! 
$1.00. | Fleming Engineering-P877, 
134 

SPECIAL pe prayers. Destroy enemies, $5.00, Bring | 
back love, $5.00. Get more love, $5.00. Get_more 
money, $5.00, Or get all four prayers for $16.00. | 
Power, Box 210(VS), Ft. Lauderdale, Fi, 33002 
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& display advertising in over 200 magazines, ne 
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ox 5, Sarasota, Fla, 33578 


DIGITAL-COUNTER 
P ROPE | 
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Doctor Recommended 
TONGUE SCRAPER 





At last!! You can 
have the strong, 
powerful body 
you've always 
wanted! 


FREE 


information on 
the incredably 
fast method!! 





« — 
AMERICAN POWERHOUSE Dept. B 
P.O. Box 667, Minneapolis, MN 55440 











SAWMILL Of Its xin in The Wor Worldt’” 

If you need good, high-quality lumber, don’t let 
inflated lumber prices stop your important building 
projects. The Belsaw goes right to the trees and 
turns out smooth, true-cut lumber. . . even begin- 
ners get excellent results, Just one man (no crew 
needed) can easily cut enough on weekends to save 
hundreds of dollars over high lumberyard prices, For 
power use tractor PTO or other low HP diesel or 
electric unit. Factory-direct selling keeps price low, 
and convenient time payments may be arranged 


Send for FREE BOOK! Just mail coupon below for 
“How To Saw Lumber” booklet and complete facts 
on the One-Man Sawmill. There is NO Obligation 
and NO Salesman Will I Call on you. f Dot It TODAY! 


“basaw MACHINERY CO. 

) 3182 FIELD BUILDING 

KANSAS CITY, MO 64111 

Please send all facts and details in 
your FREE BOOK “‘How To Saw 
1 understand there is No 
Obligation and that No Salesman will 
Se call on me 
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PICTURE =~ 
PACKETS OF 4: | 
' WRESTLING'S 

GREATEST if 
SUPERSTARS 


FOR THE 
oy $B 


SET OF 
10 PICTURES 

Wrestling fans, here is the opportunity you have been waiting for! Now YOU 
can own magnificent pictures of your favorite wrestlers. These photos were 
seen EXCLUSIVELY in our magazines, the best-selling, most-respected 
wrestling publications in the world. 

Prior to this fantastic offer, you could not buy these photos FOR ANY PRICE. 
But now, because of popular demand, we are offering TWO exciting picture 
packets. Each packet contains ten different award-winning photographs. 

Here’s what you get: Photo Packet #1 ures ten of the most honored 
wrestling action shots of all time. Photo Packet #2 contains the finest posed 
por 's ever taken of wrestling’s top ten superstars. Remember, each photo 
was chosen h exacting care from the Victory Sports Series files—by far the 
largest wrestling files in the world! 

Each large photo (5"’ x 7’) is printed on sturdy, high gloss, heavy stock. Sure 
to bring you a lifetime of enjoyment, you can trade ‘em, collect ‘em, or use ‘em 
to decorate your room or den. As supplies are limited, and we are expecting a 
fast sell out, avoid disappointment and order your picture packets today! 


HERE’S WHAT YOU 
$5 Per Packet RECEIVE: Per Packet $5 
PHOTO PACKET #1 PHOTO PACKET #2 


(Action Series) (Portrait Series) 
GRAHAM VS. SAMMARTINO MR. WRESTLING 11 















ANDRE VS. TYLER IVAN PUTSKI 
PUTSKI VS. WOLFMAN BOB BACKLUND 
BRISCO VS. RACE SUPERSTAR GRAHAI 


SAMMARTINO VS. TANAKA 
BACKLUND VS. VON RASCHKE 
‘STRONGBOW VS. THE EXECUTIONER 

WRESTLING II VS. RACE 
MASCARAS VS. THE OUTLAW DUSTY RHODES 
RHODES VS. KING CURTIS MiL MASCARAS 
T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
OC ACTION SERIES 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 
JACK BRISCO 
ANDRE THE GIANT 


ONLY $5 PER PACKET 


© PORTRAIT SERIES 

Please rush me picture Please rush me picture 

packets | have checked above packets | have checked above. 
1 AM ENCLOSING $5.00 FOR EACH PACKET | AM ORDERING 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 51) 


formance in the ring, it has 
come down to a matter of 
principle. Crusher Blackwell 
at this point is more con- 
cerned with winning back his 
name than winning the 
AWA title. 

Sir Oliver Humperdink’s 
Controversial Cigar: Mr. 
Florida may have impaired 
vision in his right eye for the 
rest of his life, and if Sir 
Oliver Humperdink and 
Super Destroyer are proven 
to be at fault, they must be 
suspended. The_ incident 
occurred following a match 
between Mr. Florida and 
Super Destroyer. Mr. Florida 
got involved in a tussle with 
Super Destroyer's manager, 
Humperdink, on the ring 
apron. Humperdink’s lit cigar 
(he never was known to 
smoke cigars before that 
night) somehow got into the 
ring. Super Destroyer picked 
up the cigar and threw it 
toward Mr. Florida, burning 
the cornea of his eye. These 
questions must be answered: 
Did the cigar accidentally fall 
into the ring or did 
Humperdink throw it in? Was 
Super Destroyer trying to 
throw the cigar out of the ring 
or was he aiming for Mr. 
Florida? Why, in fact, did 
Destroyer throw the cigar out 
of the ring instead of kicking 
it, as is the more common 
practice? The findings of an 
investigation combining the 
efforts of Managing Editor 
Bill Apter and Championship 
Wrestling from Florida will 
appear in the September 
issue of INSIDE WRESTLING 
(on sale July 22). oO 


As we approached the 
shoreline, | heard a middle- 
aged man screaming. | don't 
think Dusty heard him. 

“White whale, white whale, 

there’s a white whale in the 
water!" the man shouted. The 
man was pointing at Dusty. | 
didn’t find him funny. The guy 
was obviously a friend of Sir 
Oliver Humperdink or the 
president of a rulebreaker's fan 
club, | thought. But even as the 
man laughed and pointed at 
Dusty, “The Dream,” oblivious 
to it all, continued to smile. 
* Returning to the boat, Dusty 
let the hot sun dry his body. He 
was huffing and puffing as if he 
had just completed 30 minutes 
of war with Terry Funk in some 
congested, sticky arena 

“Sure feels good,” he said 
between swallows of air. “I'll tell 


ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from Page 10) 


ya, you'd think that after 
wrestling five consecutive 
nights, I'd want a day off to sit 
around and watch TV or 
something. But here | am 
getting myself all exhausted in 
the water. Can't help it. Only 
way | know how to live.” 
Dusty didn't have to explain 
himself to me. I'm no pro 
athlete, but I’ve competed in 
sports enough to know that 
when the pressure starts 
getting to you, the best thing 
you can do is get away from the 
arena or the field and forget 
about everything. Some Greek 
philosopher once said, “Sound 
body, sound mind.” Well, it 
works the other way, too. If your 
head is together, your body is 
going to perform at its best 
Dusty Rhodes faces pressure 
every day of his life. He faces 


pressure when he wrestles, and 
he faces pressure when 
he walks in the streets. For the 
world has come to expect a 
certain behavior from Dusty 
Rhodes. To many people in 
many places he is a king, sort of 
a working man’s savior. And he 
knows it. Every move he makes 
is analyzed and criticized. It is 
pressure few men know. Maybe 
only the President feels it more. 

“Nothing like the outdoors to 
make a man feel younger,” 
Dusty said. 

Something tells me that if that 
loudmouth on the shoreline 
knew a little bit about Dusty 
Rhodes, he wouldn't have 
yelled insults like he did. | 
thought about telling Dusty 
about that guy. | decided not to. 
Why ruin a working man's day 
off? oO 
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The Greatest Book Ever on 
the Greatest Spectator 
Sport in the World! 


It's all here! 

* The First Arena * 

Including a complete history of wrestling from 
the beginning of man 
from 1900 on! 

* The Stars * . 
Profiles of the top 27 wrestlers of our time. 
including Andre the Giant, Bob Backlund 
Dino Bravo, Verne Gagne, Gorilla Monsoon, 
Dusty Rhodes, Bruno Sammartino, Rick 
Steamboat, Mr. Wrestling II 

* Over 200 photos—30 in full color! * 

Plus tag team greats, noted rivalries, 

spotlights on promoters and referees, and 

charts on over 60 of wrestling's greats— 
covering style, holds, weight, origin, phi- 
losophy. MAIN EVENT is the Main 


the major belt holders 


Event in Wrestling books—big 
814" x 11” size, just $7.95, 





Please rush copies of THE MAIN EVENT. | 
| encloge $7.95 for each book ordered, Send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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* AVAILABLE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 


IN 15 YEARS HP 
WRESDY 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL 
WRESTLING REVUE listed for sale in this advertisement were edited 
and published by Stanley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue in 1959 
and sold his interests in the magazine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have not been available to the public in almost 15 years, although 
many have been sold by private collectors for as much as 75 dollars per 


copy. This is a rare opportunity for those of you who collect and treasure 

truly fine wrestling magazines of great historic importance, ata price you 

can afford. Most of these issues contain magnificent, full color pin up 

portraits of the world’s greatest wrestlers, some of whom are still active 

The supply of these collector's treasures is very limited, so order today and 
avoid disappointment 

ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 
SPRING 1961 _] JUNE 1962 
FALL 1961 |] DECEMBER 1962 
L] WINTER 1961 |] FEBRUARY 1963 
DECEMBER 1961 |_| DECEMBER 1963 
FEBRUARY 1962 |] FEBRUARY 1964 
APRIL 1962 _] APRIL 1964 


SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush me the issues of WRESTLING REVUE | have 
checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for EACH copy. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 
























































RINGSIDE 
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his partner, Rick Martel, upset 
the Kiwis to take title honors 
Jerry Brisco is teaming with 
brother Jack on occasion but 
says he prefers single matches 
Jerry wants a shot at Mike 
Graham's 
Heavyweight title 

Ric Fldir and Blackjack 
Mulligan are looking to take the 
Mid-Atlantic tag team belts 
away from the Masked’ Super- 
“They keep ‘making 
excuses so they won't have to 
wrestle us,” big. Blackjack 
claims By the way, now that 
Ray Stevens and Greg 
Valentine have lost the NWA 
tag team belts back to Rick 
Steamboat and Jay Young- 
blood, Valentine. says that he 
wants a shot at Ric Flair’s U.S. 
title. “If he can prove himself a 
worthy contender, I'll give hima 
shot,” says Flair. 

Fred Blassie is busy trying to 
line up his man Hulk Hogan for 
a match against Tony Atlas 
“All I hear is how strong this 
pencil neck geek Atlas is,” 
Blassie says. “I’m sick of it— 
hear me—sick of it. My man 
Hulk Hogan is the strongest 
wrestler on the face of the earth. 
He’ll flatten that Atlas and his 
paper tissue muscles.” 

The controversy continues: 
Mr. Florida is still trying to 











International Jr. 


stars. 


prove that Sir Oliver 
Humperdink and Super 
Destroyer purposely blinded 


him with a cigar. The 
committee, which includes this 
reporter, is currently 
investigating the incident. 

Mr. Wrestling II is glad that 
Austin Idol is now _ being 
cheered by the fans. “It’s 
changed his entire outlook on 
the sport.” says the masked 


man. “He could turn out to bea 
fine upstanding member of the 
wrestling community.” 

In California, Chavo 
Guerrero says that he is being 
ignored by the NWA in his 
quest for a title match against 
Harley Race. Race did wrestle 
Chavo several years ago, and 
Guerrero claims that the 


champion is ducking another 
showdown, 





Chavo Guerrero charges that NWA 
champion Harley Race had been 
ignoring his requests for another 
title shot. 


Jim Brunzell is brokenhearted | 
that he lost his Mid-Atlantic | 


championship to Hussein Arab. 
“I hope my fans won't desert 
me,” he said shortly after losing 
the title... Andre the Giant is 
globetrotting, taking- on all 
comers, but he says he wants to 
return to the United States soon 
to resume his feud with another 
giant, Ernie Ladd. “He's getting 
more and more vicious match 
after match,” Andre points out. 
“I hear that he has severly 
damaged the arm of Chief Jay 
Strongbow, one of my _ best 
friends. I will make him pay 
for this.” 

That’s all for now. See you 
next time! 
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VERY RARE BACK ISSUES TO COMPLETE 
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Big Book 1968 
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For fastest delivery payment should be made by money order. Allow an additional 2 weeks 
for delivery when payment is made by personal check, While we will accept cash payments, 
it must be understood that we ore not responsible for cash sent through the mail. Do not 
send coins! 


SPECIAL BACK ISSUE ORDER FORM 


T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 $5 per copy 
Please send me the rare back issues | have checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for EACH 
copy | am ordering, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 
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WRESTLING 


FOR 
COLLECTORS 


The Only Back Issue Of 
The Famous WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED Still Available! 


ILLUSTRATED, the 
1965 classic wrestling magazine, 
is one of the most highly sought 
after collector's 
items. Butif you 
act immedi- 
ately, you can 
STILL buy a few 
of its best and 
most _ classic 
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Feb/ 
PEPPER GOMEZ 


Pinups are 
listed under 
each issue. 


issues! There is 
only a limited 
supply — avail- 
able, and those 
are going quick- 
ly. THE GIANT 
POSTER PIN-UP’PICTURES IN FULL 
COLOR are just one of the 
many attractions of WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED. 


Each copy of WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED will soon increase in value 
by up to $10. Buying a copy of this 
Classic magazine now is a golden 
investment. You can’t go wrong, so 
order now! 





March/65 
ARGENTINA APOLLO 


NOW ONLY $2 EACH 
T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please rush me the back issues of 

WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | have 
checked below. | am enclosing $2 

for each issue. 








OFF THE TOP ROPE 
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Dear Brian Piersee, 


Rock Hunter assures me 
there was no ether or anything 
else on the towel. Atlas tries to 
make people believe there was. 
Tony doesn’t want the truth 
known—he pretended to be 
unconscious so there would be 
a controversial ending to a 
match in which he knew he 
didn't stand a prayer. As always, 
Atlas proved himself a 
sly coward. 

Dear Shocket, 

| don't think bad guys are 
worth much, like that no-good 
bum Nikolai Volkoff. ‘He goes 
around saying he’s tops in the 
Russian chain match. Well, let's 
see him take the king of the 
Texas bull rope match, Dusty 
Rhodes. Dusty could beat that 
bum with his eyes closed 

ALAN MacDONALD 
Beaufort, NC 
Dear Alan MacDonald, 

If Dusty’s eyes were closed, it 
would be from fright. Rhodes 
hasn't had a great match since 
you learned to write. 

Dear Mr. Shocket, 

As a faithful fan of wrestlers 

everyone else calls rule- 


Dan Shocket insists that Tony Atlas 
was not victimized by an illegal 
substance. Rather, he pretended tobe 
unconscious against Rock Hunter to 
avoid any further punishment. 


breakers, | would like to pay a 
special thanks for your praise of 
them 

| have a problem. It seems as 
though some of my favorites are 
suddenly changing. Ric Flair is 
teaming with Rick Steamboat 
(the punk), and Blackjack 
Mulligan is teaming with 
Rufus Jones. 

| want to know why and if 
there’s anything fans like 
myself can do. You are the only 
person | can trust 

TAMMY BURGAN 
Penn Gap, VA 
Dear Ms. Burgan, 

| agree that the team of Ric 
Flair and Rick Steamboat is one 
of the great tragedies in 
wrestling history. As for Black- 
jack Mulligan, his change is sad 
and inexplicable. 

The only thing a fan can dois 
to write to the wrestler, care of 
the local arena, and beg him to 
change. Then hope for the 
best. 13 
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BONUS! Pocket" Math- Wizard’ 


Get the Right Answers in a Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 


Detachable Math tables to carry in your pocket. Gives in 
stant answers when you convert {ra "to decimals, 
percentages, and the reverse. Plus many other tables thai 
Solve the tovighest math problems in a jitty’ 


SIMPLE Teacher 


New Short Cut Math =a 











Now one large volume cor 
bines all the separate sub: 
jects—arithmetic, algebra 
Geometry, tigonometry. inter. 
fecal bigobra, analyic ge 
omatry, advanced algebra 
vector analysis, calculus, track your progress. 
Tackle any math problem rors instant 
even if you never finished high vice and jo te 
schoo). Basic and advanced allotice.sales 
math taught in terms of every- home hnances, 
day experience. Clearly pre- Send 
ping f 
Learn theory and prac- days for a ret 
tice trom “scratch”, “brush: fied 
VALCO Publishing Co. * Dept 569 
BOX 70 New Rochel 0804 





Uplift Your 
SOCIAL LIFE! 
WITH INVISIBLE 
“LIFTEE” 
HEIGHT 
PADS 


Tired of being called shorty? Slip these invisible 
HEIGHT INCREASE PADS in any pair of shoes. Now 
step into them and add additional height. THE 
SAME HEIGHT INCREASE AS EXPENSIVE HEIGHT IN- 
CREASING SHOES, for a fraction of the cost to give 
you new poise and self confidence—a key to suc- 
Cess and romance. No one will suspect that you 
are wearing them. These LIGHTWEIGHT FOAM RUB- 
BER AND CUSHION CORK PADS fit securely without 
gluing and interchangeable in any shoes. Con- 
Structed and designed for walking comfort; aids 
posture. Worn by thousands of men and women. 
Durable and shock absorbing. State shoe size 


10 DAY TRIAL! Mone; 


$7.00. DAY TRI 
MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED. 
E LIFTEE Co., 
Dept.mA229 , 12 Warren St 
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Somewhere down the line, 
the ruthless ambitions of Nick 
Bockwinkel and Bobby Heenan 
will lead to collective disaster 
Neither admits any limitations 
to ambitions. Supposedly Bock- 
winkel eyes holding all three 
major titles. And Heenan 
perceives himself as some kind 
of overseer for wrestling, 
setting down harsh laws and 
dealing brutally with offenders 
Bockwinkel’s_ talented. And 
Heenan’s managerial genius 
deserves recognition. Still, 
that’s several light years from 
their goals. When they topple 
into the great area known as 
failure, the sonic booms will 


reverberate throughout wrestling 





BOCKWINKEL AND HEENAN TOO AMBITIOUS? 











FANS MUST STOP VALENTINE AND STEVENS 








Ss 


Okay, boys and girls, Time for 
you to do the bit for the sport 
Right, right, | know how much 
you love wrestling. But do you 
really love wrestling? Will you 
make the final effort to save the 
beloved sport from the hands of 
twisted psychos like Greg 
Valentine and Ray Stevens, 
new Mid-Atlantic tag team 
champs? This is the plan: Boo. 
Scream. Unnerve. Never let up 
on the bums for one single 
minute. The second their 
depraved bodies enter the 








arena, chant “Greg is a bum” 
and “Ray is a bum.” Hiss and 


shout. Anything to distract 
them. The good guys in the 
Mid-Atlantic region cannot 
stop them all by themselves. 
Help is required. Please aid 
men like Rick Steamboat, Jay 
Youngblood, ahd Blackjack 
Mulligan. Fiends like Valentine 
and Stevens cannot control 
wrestling. For the sake of a 
great sport, a sport both of us 
love, help the good guys 
Before it is too late Oo 
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MR.WRESTLING II| F/air vs. Snuka 


(Continued from Page 26) 


accepted the “Champion of 
Champions” cup. The words he 
used to accept the honor 
weren't as important as the voice 
that spoke them. There was a 
majesty in his tones, the kind of 
majesty one hears when talking 
about something much more 
important than themselves 

And then it was over. Every- 
one was unusually quiet while 
readying to leave. |nterestingly 
enough, they were shy while 
congratulating Wrestling H on 
his honor. Already, the masked 
grappler was somehow different 
from anyone else. People 
congratulating test pilots 
experience the same shyness. 


Wrestling II is deep in thought, most 
likely considering his future challengers. 


Mr. Wrestling II carried the 
cup to his car. He stopped and 
talked for a‘’moment. 

“It’s strange,” he mused, “this 
thing has to be carried. It’s solid. 
It has weight. I’ve been thinking 
of it as an honor, more spiritual 
than real. But it is real. Very real 

Guys who are in my position 
say things like, ‘I’ll defend it the 
best | can.’ For the ‘Champion of 
Champions’ cup, that’s not good 


enough. I'll never see it 
disgraced. No matter what. 
Never.” Oo 


(Continued from Page 30) 





Watching the two men wrestle 
can be a frightening experience. It’s 
a terrifying exhibition of wrestling 
ferocity. There is no such thing as 
defense. Two” savage assaults 
collide. They pummel each other 
mercilessly until one can no longer 
tolerate the agony. No matter who 
wins or both suffer 
brutalizing injury 














loses, men 














inuka and Ric Flair will go to 
unimagined lengths to do oné another 
harm. Can they survive the brutality? 






This magazine has learned that 
the doctor did not 
either man’s condition 


exaggerate 
Flair and 
Snuka risk permanent injury to 
muscles, ligaments and joints. In 


their present conditions, any 
serious injury is a strong 
possibility. As the doctor told us, 


“I hate to put odds on something 
like this, but I'd have to say there’s 
a 50-50 chance one of them—or 
both—will be confined to a 
wheelchair within seven years.” 
The war goes on. No one really 
understands why. It doesn’t really 
matter. All that’s important is Flair 
and Snuka will continue their 
relentless combat. The only 
thought more frightening than that 
is thinking about how it will end. 0 





ANDRE 
THE GIANT 


(Continued from Page 34) 





Even a man with the strength of 
Nikolai Volkoff is in extreme danger 
every time he confronts Andre 
the Giant. 

answer. | do what | must. |donot 
care whether the story is out or 
not. People knowing does not 
change Jacques’ condition. | do 
this because | must. | hope 
it helps.” 

Both suffered scars, Jacques’ 
are obvious, limbs that do not 
respond, an arm that cannot 
move, a mouth that rarely works. 
His mind remains as sharp as 
ever, though doctors cannot 
understand that concept since 
Jacques has trouble communi- 
cating. His career was ended, 
obviously 
hopes to leave the home, maybe 
get a job, take care of himself 
When—and if—he is better 

Andre’s scars run deep 
beneath the surface, hidden by 


the shy, kindly smile. Yet one | 
can detect their effect. Watch | 


when Andre has an opponent 
helpless upon the mat. Watch 
Andre's expression when the 
crowd demands the kill. Watch 
Andre ease up slightly, inflicting 
only enough pain to silence his 
foe. Just enough, There is a 
reason for that 

His name is Jacques. 0 


Someday Jacques | 
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BACK ISSUES 


This is the wrestling magazine that caused a revolution 
in the industry. In the short time PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED has been publishing, it 
has already become the most popular 
wrestling magazine in the world. See why for yourself. 
Only $2 each. 


“PWI/Hov 78 


PWI/Sept 78 


Pwi/Jan 80 PWI/Mar 60 


PwI/May 80 -PWI/July 80 PWI/Sept 80 


TV SPORTS, INC. 
Box 48 

Rockville Centre, 
NY 11571 


Sept 79 O PWI/July 80 
Nov 79 1 PWI/Aug 80 
Jan 80 (© PWI/Sept 80 
Mar 80 
May 80 


EACH 


Please send me the back issues checked. | am enclosing $2 for each copy 


Name 
Radress 
a 


State 























develop pulverizing 





hand power! 


with the all-new 
KARATOK Gripper. 
Takes just 5 
minutes a day. 
Just $9.95 p, 


results guaranteed. 


Now turn hands, wrists, and 
arms into granite-hard arsenals 
of power. 

The secret is the KARATOK Grip Developer. 
Based on centuries-old Japanese Karate-training 
techniques, KARATOK was first invented to help 
students of Karate develop crushing hand power. 
Almost overnight, KARATOK begins building 
power-packed athlete's hands—sinewy and mus- 
cular. 

Yes, new KARATOK helps you build a GRIP OF 
IRON—a tremendous PLUS for boxing, wrestling, 
golfing, tennis, baseball, football—and self- 
defense. 

Easy to use. Simply/slip fingers into grippers, 
and siqwly squeeze! You'll FEEL new power surge 
into every tendon, every ligament of your hands, 





















wrist and fist. Just 5 minutes a day is all it takes: 
fee nas et eS pe ne ---4 

1 Dept. K273 Il 
201 Lincoln Blvd, P.O. Box 20, Middlesex, N.J. 08846 
Yes, | want to start building powertul, granite- | 
hard hands, wrists, and forearms 1 
| enclose check (or money order) for just $9.98. 


Send me immediately the KARATOK Grip De- 
veloper to try.in my own home, If not delighted 
1 may return the KARATOK in 10 days for full 
refund, No questions asked 


Street. 
City. 
State 


| 
| 
| 
| Name 
| 
| 
| 








Build big muscles in just a few 
weeks. up to % inch 
daily, Increase strength. Gain 
weight, Turn fat into muscle 
For details, send 35¢ (guaran. 
teed) to 

Muscle Builders, Dept. 70002 
Box3 2307, Louisville, Ky. 40232 


INFLATION IS 
EVERYBODY'S 
HEADACHE! 


Find relief in this free booklet. 
Write: "Dollars and Sense? 
Pueblo, Colorado, 81002 


Gain 
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Bob Backlund 


(Continued from Page 41) 


Backlund brings the full force of his 
weight crashing down on Inoki’s leg 


| (above) and uses his strength to lift 


the Japanese great for a takedown 
(below). Rarely do wrestlers enjoy 
their matches, but rarely do such 
great scientific stars clash. 








can be best 
described tides. At first, 
Backlund appeared to be in 
control. Then the tide turned to 
Inoki’s favor. Each man seemed 
in control for awhile, only to see 
the other turn the battle around 
Like a great symphony, there 
were four major movements: 
Backlund, Inoki, Backlund, Inoki. 

As it was fitting to happen, the 
match ended in a tie. The buzzer 


The match 
as 


sounded and the match was 
officially a draw. Both men 
appeared disappointed, not 
because of the draw, but 


because the match was over. 
They were having too much fun 


to stop. 
Afterwards, both men were 
too excited to be exhausted. 


Backlund’s eyes sparkled as he 
answered reporters’ questions 
Inoki smiled happily and called 
Backlund “the opponent | 
always dreamed of battling.” 
Inoki was right. It was a dream 
match, Those who were there 
were lucky enough to see a 
dream come true. Oo 


TONY ATLAS 


(Continued from Page 47) 
the area, promise never to return if 
we would promise not to whip 
him again 

“We refused. Why should we 
promise such a thing? We take 
great pleasure out of whipping 
cowards. Especially when they 
whimper. That is why we claim 
Atlas is a coward. If he had shown 
the slighest courage, we would find 
a small, tiny bit of respect for him 
But once he loses, a coward flees 
Such a coward is Tony Atlas. Now 
get out of our dressing room,” 
sharled Smirnoff. 





Atlas hardly looks a coward as he 
holds Smirnoff in a backbreaker 
Atlas produced the contr: 
showed the date, supporting 
claim. However, like many 
innocent man wrongly accused 
the damage has already beendone 
“I got some calls from people 
who said they were real mad with 
me about leavin’,” said Atlas 
“They said I should stay and 
defend America against them 
Russians. I told ‘em I wasn’t afraid 
of nothin’. I said them Russians are 
in a lot of trouble if they open their 
mouth one more time.” 
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AVAILABLE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 15 YEARS 


THE ORIGINAL 


BOXING \ WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING ILLUSTRATED-WRESTLING 
NEWS listed for sale in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and sold his interests in 1964 


Each issue contains an exciting wrestling section, cram-packed with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories. No wrestling fan can call his 
magazine collection complete without these back issue treasures. 
Remember, these back issues have not been available to the public for over 
15 years, although many have been sold by private collectors for as much 
as $75 a copy. Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today and avoid 
disappointment. 

ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


O Feb. 1959 (© Aug. 1959 
O Mar. 1959 CO Sept. 1959 
J April 1959 O July 1961 
O May 1959 Mar. 1962 
June 1959 CO April 1962 





O Sept. 1963 
] Oct. 1963 
Nov. 1963 
] Jan. 1964 
O Feb. 1964 
Mar. 1964 
O May 1964 
O July 1964 


July 1962 

Aug. 1962 
1 Nov. 1962 
O] Dec. 1962 
O Jan. 1963 
J Feb. 1963 
O June 1963 
] July 1963 


SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please rush me the issues of BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ 
WRESTLING NEWS | have checked. | am enclosing $5.00 
for each copy. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 














EXPLOSIVE 





Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength, “Hammer Fists 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 
Reinforce Your Power, Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arr row to new fearsor sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing "Hammer Fisis™ give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says “| can take 
Care of myselt 
WARNING: “Hammer Fists” are intended only to im. 
Btove the strength of the arms. They should not be| 
worn during any martial arts, boxing or physical con 
tact sports. The weight added to the arm increases the| 
risk of serious injury. 


Order “Hammer Fists’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. It you d 

mediate and growing improvements 
strength of your arms; it yau 
powerful, more ma 
fearless—You tan ret 
chase price. Send just $4.98 plus 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for two) 
"Hammer Fist” diy, Gatna Co., inc, Dept. 26433 
14 Suffolk Street, Freeport, NY 11520 

































It you wish to know the fact: 

HEIGHT INCREASE 

details to. TALLUP DEPT. 70002 
Box 32307, Louisville, Ky. 40232 








VERY STRONG 






Jogs, lifts weights, works out da H 
iy and Is proud of her vitality and 
firm figure, Send me, Sue, $3 1 
my persor dance. prograr 





Backage-brochu 
$°SUE, Box 663, Walnut, 
2 CA 91789 VSG9 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 


(Continued from Page 49) 







































PATERA: When Bobby Back- 
lund accuses me of some crime, 
your idiotic magazine prints 
everything. When Ken Patera 
makes the same accusation, 
you... 

SAKS: Now hold the phone, 
Ken. Anytime a wrestler makes 
a charge, our staff carefully 
investigates every angle to either 
prove or disprove the charge. 
We hold no favoritism to any 
wrestling philosophy. Our 
allegiance is to one unbending 
principle: truth. 

PATERA: There is no truth in 
your magazine, Saks. You print 
lies, obviously paid off by 
wrestlers. I've spent my whole 
career battering wrestlers like 
Sammartino and Backlund 





“I’ve spent my whole 
career battering wrestlers 
like Sammartino and 
Backlund from one end of 
America to the other. Yet 
your magazine won’t 
acknowledge my victories. 
Now you cannot ignore 
my triumphs.’’ 





from one end of America to the 
other. Yet your magazine won't 
acknowledge my victories. Now 
you cannot ignore my triumphs. 
SAKS: And we didn’t 

A: When I stand over 
Backlund’s bloody, uncon- 
scious body, I want all you 
writers and photographers to 
record this historic moment. I 
want you to mark that night 
down as the beginning of the 
end for men like Backlund and 
Patterson and Sammartino. A 
new era is dawning. And I will 
blow the first horn. 
SHOCKET: An inspiring 
notion, Ken. O 





STRONG 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Amazing Motionless Exercise discover 
— MIKE MARVELS SCIENTIFIC ISO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, mag- 
nificently-powerful chest, powerful 
shoulders, strong stomach muscles and 
legs that will seldom tire! No Apparatus 
or Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System devel- | 
ops muscular strength 3 times faster 
than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES! 


‘Scientific Isometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes just 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that 
will not tire you. No long hours of boring 
exercises with weights or costly appar- 
atus. Isometrics is the amazing discov- 
ery of West German scientists who found 
a new thrilling way to build powerful, 
strong muscles in 10 minutes a day. Each 
exercise is done for only 10 seconds a 
day! Completely illustrated. 
MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC _ISOMET. 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 
— FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! 
v 4 [\Sgacx 
a 








MS 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 7, 


NOTHING 


ELSE TO 
uy! 


7 MAIL MO-RISK TRIAL COUPON Ni 


ibe} Marvel, Dept 332 .160 Amherst Street 
East Orange. New Jerséy, 07019 


[0.x. Mite Marvel, enclosed is my $5.00 Send me your 
entire Scientific losmetric Oynafiex System in one book 
[which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATIRACT. 
| ING GIRLS.” | must agree that the Dynafiex method has 
fiven me powerfully toned muscles. put full strength in 
{™, muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to 
show my friends how strong | am. 
| And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my$5.00 back—with no ] 
| questions asked upon return of the Book. 
Kame i | 
[ Address 
City State Tip 1 
— SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. aes se ol 
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GREEN JADE 
(TAIWAN) 


GREEN JADE 
(TAIWAN) 





MILKY AGATE 80-2003} 3.45 





RED AGATE |80-2011 











*10% DISCOUNT ORDERS OVER $30 
ADD 85¢ POSTAGE & HANDLING 
R. |. RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 


NEW ASIA PRODUCTS 
P.O. BOX 222 
MIDDLETOWN, RHODE ISLAND 


02840 
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